
D O N ’ T  M E N T I O N  

T H E  P U N C T U A T I O N !

Introducing materiality to text-

based teaching contexts



The final line of the passage, ‘Atant as vos Guenes e Blanchandrins !’, invites the audience to pay attention 
to what the characters have to say, with the author’s use of the exclamation mark building suspense …

T H E  P R O B L E M



I T ’ S  N O T  Y O U ,  I T ’ S  U S



T H E  S O L U T I O N ?

1. Starting early

2. Reinforcing and Building



Z O N E  O F  P R O X I M A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  ( V Y G O T S K Y )

Learner can 
do unaided

Learner can do with aid (ZPD)

Learner cannot do
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Merton College, MS 249
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Merton College, MS 249, f. 3r



1 .  S T A R T I N G  E A R L Y

MS Transcription:

 Monocheros est beste une corne ad en la teste.

 Pur co issi ad nun de buket ad fascun. […]

Critical Editions:

 Monocheros est beste,  Monosceros est beste,

 Un corne ad en la teste,  Un cor at en la teste,

 Pur çeo ad si a nun,  Pur ço issi at num,

 De buc ad façun.   De buket at façun.

  Wright, 1841   Walberg, 1900
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2 .  B U I L D I N G  A N D  R E I N F O R C I N G

Bodleian Library, Digby, 23, II, f. 1r
Bibliothèque nationale de France, 

fonds français 2171, f. 6r Villon, François. 1489. Testament, p. 2
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T H E  R E S U LT S ?



D O N ’ T  M E N T I O N  

T H E  P U N C T U A T I O N !

Introducing materiality to text-
based teaching contexts

I mentioned it once, 

but I think I got away 

with it…


